Dear Joe and others, 8/23/9 1 

To whom I sent the very rough "Horror Story" (double entendre) oped page submission 
to the local Bircher papers. Of which I also sent a copy with a separate letter to the 
local rabbi. Who has not cqanrt responded, as I'd assumed he would not. (l t.Mnir he would 
not have anyway but X think, too, that he may have resented the mild lecture X gave him 
by referring to Yavneh and Bethar.) 

Aside from all else that was wrong with Meachum's column it was a journalistic atroc- 
ity as, without using that word, (F pointed out. The managing editor for the past 3-4 
years is a professional who was too young to retijre when Hearst folded its Baltimore 
paper. Separate from the anti-Semitic and anti-Israel column content, I believed that 
a professional editor would not have missed Meachum’s non-journalistic failure to check out 
to the degree possible the report he said he had that Saudi Arabia beheaded some US troops. 

So I phoned the paper, learned he was off that week, and wrote him separately in sending 

my submission to him. 

In the long, long past these papers have used the oped submissions they've gotten in 
order of their receipt. This time they used mi n e the first time they had an oped page. They 

do not have one daily. Depends on advertising. I was surprised more at the speed tVi«n a t 

fhe use, although I was far from certain they'd use it. 

Then I got a handwritten note from this managing edi£* telling me he liked the piece, 
that he has resumed oped-page responsibilities, and inviting me to send him more. As I 
probably will. 

Now in your terms, was this a wa^te of time, probably not much more than an hour, if 
any more? I think not, and this without assuming what I do not know, that this Meachum 
journalistic failure may have been embarrassing enough internally for him to resume oped 
responsibilities. (Meachum's colum/appears on the editorial page.) 

Through all the years of Meachum's viiuient anti-Israel and anti-Semitic columns, not 
another local J ew has had the opposing view published in these papers. Until this rn«n qg tr. g 
editor gave oped responsibilities to another, mine were used regularly, as some of you may 
recall. Then none appeared, and none of my shorter letters. So, I waited and watched and 
Meachum, who gets no editing and no argument, made a real blunder. **e referred to Saddam 
Hussein as a man of God after the Gulf War began. I embarrassed the paper.fi. no end with a 
submission it did not use, refirring to Meachum' s column as giving 1 aid and comfort to the 
enemy. Prom the time I sent that in until this column, when the managing editor was not 
there, appeared, Meachum had had not a single word of anti- Semitism or 

This is a small area, conservative, some residual but no blatant anti-Semitism. These 
are the onl^; daily papers in the county. Published where our reactionary Representative lives. 
Those who were reached by Meachum's propaganda were also reached by what showed him to be 
prejudiced, irresponsible and a propagandist. Maybe not but I think it was worth the time. 


od Israel-bas&Lng. 


Shalom! 



